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Delivery of a Fcelus through abdominal parielcs. 

assistance of this instrument and of the scalpel, the rest of the skeleton was re¬ 
moved. There were no traces of the aftcr-birth or navel-string, with the exccte 

Ho” ? F- lCC0 of n l , ‘ e 1 ? ttc . r ’ 311 * nch ar >d a half in length, which was attached to 
the umbilicus. The brain and intestines had also totally disappeared. The 
sac m which the fetus was contained, was everywhere adherent to the sur- 
Welt" 5 ® tructurcs; . ‘f parietes presented several osseous points, and at its 
lowest part was a kind of thick cartilaginous ring, with a depression in the 

washed C °n r !n 1 i mn? “ ^ J Iucll , loose an 'l P«trid membranous matter was 
Wmh! to ,h y , nJCC nS 0f tci ! ld wa,er ’ the ^S 03 of the wound were then 
;^'°r bCT b U ^ e ’ and SUltablc dressi,l S 3 applied. After the opera¬ 
tion (which occupied three quarters of an hour,) two grains of musk in powder 
were administered every two hours, and a dose of a mixture acida containing 

3 S n^T«ra g ‘ V a ll ,n V, !t ry ‘ 0Ur ‘ In V 10 evening the patient complained of thirst 
?? d £“““’“ d ‘h 0 dressings required to be renewed on account of the profuse 
he F° °' vln S days bark with clix. aromau acid, was taken al- 
th ?. m . usk ™ lxture ' and port wine diluted and warmed injected daily 
Lnd 7 1 ns tr °a_tment the constiturional and local symptoms pri 
^b V ^ ml, /°n Ted ’. the ™ ral,ln o coa3ed ) tlte wound secreted healthy pus, and 
on the 13th of October she was able to leave her bed. The patient who for 
'I. ch Sl,C I,ad borne ,be child ’ had continued to menstruate, 
£“* dt ° d ° S ? altcr the operation, until on the 23d of November bleeding from 
the wound took plttce. In the evening there was a discharge of blood from the 
ta^ina, and at the same tune that front the wound diminished. From this 
period the catamenia recurred at regular intervals through the natural passages. 

V iI S n °'V m | lca ^^ : t ^ e wound in the abdomen is still open, though the 
discharge from it is inconsiderable. 1 g ne 

‘-The wri ter is of opinion that tlic fetus lay in the cavity of the uterus, that 
the cartilaginous tang at the inferior part of the sac, was nothing else than the 
cervix uteri, and the depression in it the orificium internum. Several circum¬ 
stances, he thinks, corroborate this view of the case: from the commencement 
ot the pregnancy, the abdomen was always uniformly distended, behind the sac 
nothing could be felt but the vertebral column, and after the operation the neck 
,“' ul . cra ? ascended, and the os tine® was firmly closed. The impossibility 
oi birth in the natural way, he attributes to the cartilaginous state of the riim 
in consequence of which the inferior part of the uterus was incapable ofdilata- 
TTxv ty OUr, ' a,fUr GdmrtM, f c ' Brauenzimtner und Kinderkrankheitcn. 


Abt. VIII. Case of severe injury of the Brain terminating fa¬ 
vourably. By M. R. Griswold, M. D., of Goodwynsville, Din- 
widdie County, Virginia. 

In the August No. of the American Journal of Medical Sciences, is 
recorded a case of “extensive and deepseated injury of the brain- 
unattended by any disturbance of the intellect, and terminating fa¬ 
vourably.” Having had lately (but previously to the receipt of myAu- 
gusl No. of the Journal) a case similar in its aspects, and resulting, 
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Griswold’s case of Severe Injury of the Brain. 

under similar treatment, in a like favourable issue, I have thought it 
might be interesting to give to the public a statement of it, as confirma¬ 
tory of the astonishing powers of nature, in the reparation of an injury 
so seemingly threatening of destruction to mind and body. 

A son of William H. Jones, of Dinwiddie County, Virginia, a«-ed 
about 2 years, well grown, fat and healthy, fell from the upper floor 
of a dwelling house, and clearing the first flight of steps was precipi¬ 
tated with great violence upon one of the sharpened extremities of an 
old fashioned round-post rush-bottomed chair. The rounded knob of 
the back chair-post, which received the head of the child, had been 
whittled away and sharpened to a point, so as to resemble very much 
m length, shape and size the finger of a large man. This firmer-like 
extremity pierced the child’s skull and brain to the extent of about 
one and a half inches, entering the temporal bone just above the tragus 
and just in front of the superior helix of the external ear. 

After the force of the fall was thus broken, the body of the child lit 
upon a table that happened to be near. But so firmly transfixed was 
the head upon the chair-post that it drew the chair over upon the 
table and retained it there until the father of the child raised the chair 
and by force extricated the penetrating extremity from the wound it 
had made. 

The substance of the brain was very much broken in upon. A por¬ 
tion of it was found adhering to the chair-post, and other portions 
were seen protruding from the flesh wound. 

I saw' the patient in less than hour after the accident. He had lost 
a considerable quantity of blood from the rupture of the veins of the 
integuments, and was in a sound, apparently natural sleep. There 
were no symptoms of compression of the brain and none of concussion, 
except contraction of pupil and occasional vomiting and disposition to 
sleep. No treatment was directed at first visit, except rest anil the 
application of lint to the wound. The next day, and for 7 or 8 days 
succeeding, there was high fever, attended with full, quick pulse, hot 
surface and great jactitation. Apprehending inflammation of the brain, 
a rigid antiphlogistic course was commenced and pursued; embrac¬ 
ing, in its details, free venesection twice, active purgation daily, and 
cold applications to shaven scalp as indicated by excess of tempera¬ 
ture there. 1 

After the fever subsided, the wound which had been kept open all 
along by pledgets of lint, suppurated freely. This suppuration was 
promoted by appropriate dressings. The wound is now completely 
healed. The injury to the cranium and to the brain within appears 
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to have been repaired by the inherent recuperative energies of the svs- 
tcm. The portion of brain exterior to the skull, in part, sloughed away 
piecemeal, and in part discharged from the suppurating wound in 
the form of ichor or thin milk-like fluid. 

Whether in older persons the “vis medicatrix nature” would 
accomplish so much, is a question I will not take upon myself to 
answer. 

The child at this time is in perfect health, and in every respect, in 
good condition. There is no appreciable impairment of the intellec¬ 
tual faculties, nor was there any during the treatment. 

Goodwinsvillc, Dimeiddie county, Va., September 28, 1836. 


Art. IX. Observations on Spinal Irritation and Inflammation. By 
Samuel Annan, M. D., of Baltimore. 

e important part performed by the spinal chord in the diversi- 
fiv rms of morbid action to which the human body is liable, has of 
latt trs attracted more attention than at any former period. It is 
not, tvever, entirely a modern discovery. Fernelius, Morgagni, 
Lieutaud, and Valsalva, and others of less reputation, have given us 
the results of their observations; and Dr. Frank published at Pavia, 
in 1791, an admirable dissertation, “De Vertebralis Column® in 
Morbis Dignitate.” In 1808, Dr. James Saunders, of Edinburgh, in 
his lectures on the Practice of Medicine, taught, that an abnormal 
condition of the spinal chord, was the chief agent in the production of 
many of the most prominent symptoms of several diseases. Like most 
men, who believe they have the merit of originality, even if it is 
only for an extension of views previously entertained, he applied his 
doctrines to the greater number of cases presented to his inspection. 
But it was the different varieties of fever, which more particularly 
arrested bis attention; and neither Clutterbuck nor Broussais, nor 
Louis, arc more fully convinced of the truth of their respective theo¬ 
ries, than he was, that spinal irritation and inflammation are the 
cause of fever. In all fatal cases, morbid appearances were percepti¬ 
ble in the spinal canal; and it was inferred, that they had been the 
cause of the phenomena which preceded death. 

In 1828, Dr. Saunders published a paper on Gout, in the Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal, where he contends that he has proved 
by his dissertations, that there is no part not occasionally in a sound 
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